


ST. AGNES PARISH

245 North Amos Avenue
Springfield, IL 62702

MASS INTENTIONS

MONDAY
Nov. 30 5:30
TUESDAY: 6:30
Dec. 1

8:15

WEDNESDAY 6:30
Dec. 2
8:15

THURSDAY 6:30

Dec. 3 8:15
FRIDAY 8:15
Dec. 4 12:10

SATURDAY 4:30
Dec. 5

SUNDAY
Dec. 6

8:00

9:30

p.m. Barbara Dirksen Bos-
Catherine Miller

In Thanksgiving to Sacred Heart
of Jesus-Tom Brady
Mary Lou Curry-Family

Jeri Sparhakel-Genevieve
Hughes

Luby Groesch-Lyle & Carol
Crumly

Anna Pfaffenbach
Janet Lex Robinson-Family

D.0.M.S.-Jim Schwalbach
Joseph Reid-Jim & Evelyn
Bean

Jim Broccardo (anniv.)-Barb
Kern

Mary Vicari (anniv.)-Carmillo &
Pug Randazzo

Grover Altrogge (anniv.)-Dick &
Rita Spitz

and William Bolin-Barb Bolin

11:30

Percy & Jenett Girdler-Grace
Monyok

and Annabelle Scoville-Family

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: Rom 10:9-18; Mt 4:18-22
Tuesday:  1s11:1-10; Lk 10:21-24
Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a; Mt 15:29-37

Thursday: s 26:1-6; Mt 7:21, 24-27

Friday: Is 29:17-24; Mt 9:27-31

Saturday: s 30:19-21, 23-26; Mt 9:35-10:1,
5a, 6-8

Sunday: Bar 5:1-9; Phil 1:4-6, 8-11; Lk 3:1-6

ALTAR SERVERS
December 1-4:
Tuesday, 8:15 a.m. Clare Lansden
Wednesday, 8:15 a.m. Jared Lex
Thursday, 8:15 a.m. Jacob Melton
Friday, 8:15 a.m. Jon-Owen Parn
12:10 p.m. Jackson Shearer

December 5-6:
4:30 p.m. Jessica Megginson, Joshua Megginson
Nate Megginson
8:00 a.m. Tom Frost, Dave Carpenter
9:30 a.m. Corbin Mapes, Adam Lex, Jared Lex
11:30 a.m. Joseph Bernardi, Ellen Wesly, Emily
Durham

LECTORS, DECEMBER 5-6
4:30 p.m. Maxine Homa
8:00 a.m. Jamie Greenwald
9:30 a.m. Sue Hartl
11:30 a.m. J. Patrick Joyce

COMMUNION MINISTERS

DECEMBER 5-6
4:30 p.m. Team B, Tom & Elaine Arisman,
Michael Farmer, Jim Frank, Sharon Huck, Louis
Kink, Virgie Ronan
8:00 a.m. Team G, Carolyn Chestnut, Donna
Chestnut, Jan Griggs, Rosie McCormick, Dan
Punzak, Debbie Schierholz
9:30 a.m. Team M, Ralph & Roslyn
Brookens, Jack & Janice Butler, Bob & Kathy
Sherman
11:30 a.m. Team T, Eloise Baird, Dale Davis,
Jackie Davis, Patrick Dennis, Marie Hamende,
Linda Mueller

SHARE THE WORD MINISTERS
DECEMBER 6, 9:30 Mass

Kindergarten: Nancy Kerr
1st & 2nd Grade: Kelly Thompson
3rd & 4th Grade:  Gina Swehla

PRAYER LINE REQUESTS

8:00 AM-5:00 PM: Sheila Noonan 546-0012
Barb Kern 546-7729
5:00 PM-10:00 PM: Maureen Brady 787-3423
Juleann Randles  787-9966
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CATHEDRAL DEDICATION:
Next Wednesday, December 2
at 2:00 p.m., Archbishop George
| immacutate J. Lucas of Omaha will preside
== CONCEPTION over the rededication of the
mother church of our diocese,
the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception.
Representatives from all 131 parishes and
institutions of our diocese will be present for this
joyous occasion. A special word of gratitude to all
St. Agnes parishioners who made pledges and
contributions over the course of time toward the
renovation of this truly beautiful edifice.

On Thursday, December 3, 7:00 p.m. in our newly
rededicated Cathedral, all are welcome to a special
Mass of Thanksgiving, again at which Archbishop
Lucas will be present. Let us take time to gather
with our brothers and sisters in the faith to give
thanks to God for the successful completion of this
diocesan-wide effort to restore our Cathedral.

On Sunday, December 13, 7:.00 p.m. all are
welcome to solemn Advent Lessons and Carols to
be held in the Cathedral itself. This is again an
opportunity to join in prayer and personally see the
beautiful renovations you helped make possible!

In addition, on Saturdays, beginning at 10:15 a.m.,
tours of our Cathedral will be offered to which all are
welcome. If you need further information about such
tours, please call the Cathedral office at 522-3342.

Finally, beginning Friday, December 4, the regular
Mass schedule for the Cathedral will be as follows:

Saturday: 8:00 a.m.
4:00p.m. (Mass in anticipation of Sunday)
Sunday: 7:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
5:00 p.m.
Weekday Masses, Monday through Friday:
7:00 a.m. and 5:15 p.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Thursday, 3:30-4:30 p.m.
Saturday, 9:00-10:00 a.m.
2:30-3:30 p.m.

The annual Novena to the Immaculate

Conception, held at Christ the King Church,
on the evenings of November 30-December 8,
will include a Scriptural Rosary, Benediction of
the Blessed Sacrament, and a homily by various
priests. Details in the “Catholic Times.”

SOLEMNITY OF THE
IMMACULATE

CONCEPTION
The Immaculate Conception of
the Blessed Virgin Mary,
Solemnity and Holy Day of
obligation, is on Tuesday, December 8 The
Mass schedule for the Holy Day will be:
Monday, December 7: 5:30 p.m.
Tuesday, December 8: 6:30 a.m.,
8:15 a.m. and 5:30 p.m.

First Friday this month will be on
December 4. Masses will be at 8:15 AM and at
12:10 Noon. There will be Exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament following the 8:15 Mass,
with reposition at noon prior to 12:10 Mass.

St. Agnes Bereavement Support Group will
have its next meeting on Thursday, December 3,
10:00 a.m. in the Rectory Conference Room. The
purpose of this group is to give love and support
through prayer, spiritual readings, tapes, etc., to
those who are coping with the grief associated with
the loss of a loved one. The Bereavement Group is
open to anyone who has suffered a loss, no matter
how long ago that loss was. The Group will meet on
the first and third Thursday of each month. For
information, call Kitty at 546-7272.

GREETERS, DECEMBER
4:30 Sharon Homer & Kathy Smith
8:00 Don & Jean Breiner
9:30 Roslyn Brookens & Diana Powell

FUNERAL DINNER COMMITTEE,

DECEMBER
Chairmen: Evelyn Hine & Barb Kern
Help: Judi Bloome

Advent Sabbath Day: sSaturday, December
5, 2009. 9:00-3:30. We anticipate our celebrations
as a time with family and friends but often get caught
up in “the doing” that pushes away our “simply
being.” Offer yourself a day of Sabbath time in
preparation for Christmas. Simple lunch
provided. $30. Jubilee Farm, 6760 OIld Jacksonville
Rd (3.8 miles west of Veterans Parkway). 787-6927.
Registration required.
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Catch Our Spirit!

Darfur Raffle: St. Agnes students will be
selling raffle tickets after all of the Masses this
weekend. (Nov. 28-29) All Springfield Catholic
schools students are uniting to send Catholic
Relief service aid to the people of Darfur. All
proceeds will go to aid the humanitarian efforts
in Darfur. Over 400 teddy bears, Charlie Brown
and Walt Disney collectibles, watches, videos,
pictures of cats and many other items are a part
of this raffle. There will be 60 prizes in all.
Tickets are $1.00 each or 6 for $5.00. Please
join with the students of Blessed Sacrament,
Cathedral, Christ the King, Little Flower, St.
Agnes, St. Aloysius, St. Joseph , St. Patrick and
Sacred Heart Griffin High School in supporting
this effort.

St. Agnes 6th graders have been participating
in the D.A.R.E program sponsored by the
Springfield Police Department that teaches
students to say “no” to drugs and to make healthy
life choices. The sixth graders will take part in a
D.A.R.E. graduation in the school gym at 1:30 p.m.
on Thursday, December 3rd.

St. Agnes students will enjoy a special
assembly with Irish singers on Tuesday,
December 1st at 9:00 a.m. in the school gym.

St. Agnes Singing Aces will be performing at
White Oaks Mall on Friday, December 4th at
noon. If you are shopping be sure to stop and
enjoy their Christmas music....

Mid-Quarter for St. Agnes students is Friday,
December 4th...

7th/8th Grade Dance: Knights of
Columbus #4175, 2801 West St., is having a
7th/8th Grade Dance on Friday, Dec. 4, 7-10
p.m. $5 admission. For info call 528-5740 or
visit www.kofc4175.com.
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7th Grade Honor Roll, 1st Quarter:

Cody Bowman
Brit Cooper
Beth Haxel
Evan Hoffman
Clare Mayfield

7th Grade Merit Roll:

Max Bloink
Jessica Brooks
Will Charlton
Michelle Clark
Mitch Curry

Alli Frank
Jordan Hawks
Katherine Henebry
Eli Hopkins
Lindsey Kavish
Miranda Koehler
Ricky Lavin

Bridget McClain
Meghan McClain
Marissa Miller
Tommy Negro
Emma Powell
Sam Rogers

Conner McEvoy
Alyssa Minder
Quinn Oseland
Blake Putman
Matthew Richey
Michael Richey
Maddy St. Aubin
Brianna Sutton
Clayton Taylor
Sam Trigillo
Andrew Vollmer
Logan Winders

Laurel Mason

Thanks to everyone who made
donations during our new Earliest of
LS Early Birds Promotion the last two
A'E%fgy weekends. It is great to see the
interest and enthusiasm building
toward this year's Parish Auction - scheduled for
March 13, 2010 - and to realize just how much the
event has grown now that we're in our 5th year.

We would like to take the opportunity
of Thanksgiving weekend to thank everyone for your
continued support of the Auction, whether as
donors, sponsors, event-goers, volunteers, bidders
or buyers. Thanks to your overwhelming generosity
over the past few years, the School's share of the
proceeds has helped provide our school families
with a new Computer SMART Lab, new Science Lab
and new Pre-School; while the Parish's portion has
resulted in a new sound system, new tables/chairs
for the Parish Hall, new outside signage and a new
landscaping plan. As you can see, your support
really does make a difference!

You'll obviously be hearing more about this year's
Auction in the weeks and months ahead. In the
meantime, if you have any questions or suggestions,
please contact Event Co-Chairs Joe Khayyat
(joekhayyat@yahoo.com or 414-7887) and Andy
Nichols (andy@proimageil.com or 341-
1033). Thank you, God Bless and Happy
Thanksgiving!

AN
SLAGNEs
PARISH»
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BECAUSE OF THE ACCELERATED

BULLETIN SCHEDULE, THE
CONTRIBUTION FIGURES FOR NOVEMBER
21-22 WERE NOT AVAILABLE. They will be

in next week’s bulletin.

ATTENTION WOMEN OF

THE PARISH: The Altar

Society Christmas Party will be

on Thursday, December 10 in the

Parish Hall. This is always a

great time, and we encourage all

women of the Parish to attend.
We especially invite those women who are
newer parishioners to join us for food, fun and
entertainment--and maybe a sing-a-long around
the piano!!

Social Hour begins at 5:30 PM; dinner will be
served at 6:30 PM. Cost is $14. Make your
reservation by mailing your check (made
payable to “St. Agnes Altar Society”) to: Evelyn
Hine, 63 Brighton, Springfield, IL 62702, by
December 7.

All women of the parish are considered
members of the Altar Society, and you are all
invited to the Christmas Party.

HOLY NAME SOCIETY will have a
meeting on Monday, December 7, 7:30 p.m. in
the Parish Hall. Final preparations will be
All men of

made for “Breakfast with Santa.”
the Parish are cordially invited to attend.

The second concert out

+ s |of four for the 2009-2010
&Y “{?) |ilinois Chamber Orchestra
P"CHAMBER ORCHESTRA season WI" be he'd in our

Tine

church of St. Agnes next Friday, Dec. 4, 7:30
p.m. This is the holiday Candlelight Concert
with music by Handel, Haydn and Ferrandini.
For tickets call 206-6160 or contact the website:
ilsymphony.org.
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PLEASE PRAY FOR...

We ask you to remember in special prayers
the women and men of our military services
who are still in Irag and in other places of
conflict. Pray for peace, and pray for the safe
return of all of our armed services personnel
and other workers, including St. Agnes
parishioners and family members who are
overseas: Benjamin Reeves, Aysha Jean Meyers,
R. J. Smith, Gabriel Harley, Christy Hawkins,
Peter Niereugarten, Jason Worker, Charles
Decatoire, Joshua Eimer, Terry Canny, John
Kabbes, Nathan Bubonic, and Catherine
Hoekstra Martinez.  (If you have a relative or
friend in the military serving overseas, please let
us know at the Church office, 793-1330.)

CHRISTMAS
“ANGEL TREF”

- J Its time again for the
| )P M L . Catholic Charities “Ang_el

Tree” program  We will
have a “gift drive” from now through Dec. 8. There
are categories of items for you to choose from, and
you may buy one item or as many as you wish.
Catholic Charities will collect the items each week,
and will then set up the items in a “Holiday Store,”
where eligible parents will be able to choose several
gifts for each child.

Our “Angel Tree” is in the Gathering Space.
There are cards on the tree with various categories
listed on it. They have asked us to provide gifts from
four particular categories: sports (balls, mitts, logo
team hats, etc.), learning/educational toys/books for
all ages, bedtime gifts (sleep pants, pj's, robes,
comforters, alarm clocks, night lights), and
electronics and board games for older kids
(handheld games, DVD movies, CD players).
Please take a card from the tree, purchase one or
more items from that category, and bring your
unwrapped gifts back to the tree in the gathering
space (you can put the gifts in a gift bag if you would
like, or provide a roll of wrapping paper). Our goal is
to provide at least 350 gifts for families in need. The
deadline for returning the qgifts is December 8. If
you have any questions, call the Church Office.

PLEASE NOTE: If there are no tags left on the
tree, you can still purchase gifts from the categories
listed above.
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COOKIES FOR SHUT-INS
is an annual event sponsored by A
the Altar Society. Cookies made
by our parishioners areé@
packaged up and delivered to
parishioners who are
homebound and those in
nursing homes. The cookies will be delivered
this year on Monday, Dec. 14.

PLEASE BRING COOKIES TO THE
SERVERS’ SACRISTY (the door next to
Ladies’ Restroom) AFTER MASSES THE
WEEKEND OF DEC. 12-13. If you would like to
help package and/or deliver cookies on Dec. 14,
please call Kay Closter at 546-3083. We will
meet in the Parish Hall at 8:30 a.m. that day.

International Nativity Display: Over 120
nativity sets from around the world will be displayed
as part of the third annual Franciscan Nativity
Festival at Chiara Center , a new Franciscan Retreat
Center of the Hospital Sisters of St. Francis in
Springfield. The display is free and open to the
public on Fri. Dec. 4 2 PM- 7 PM , Sat. Dec. 5 and
Sun. Dec. 6 from noon - 4 PM. The Festival also
includes viewing of the historic St. Francis of Assisi
Church. Call 523-0901 with questions and/or
directions or visit www.chiaracenter.org

BROTHER JAMES COURT is having a
50/50 Mega Raffle to raise money for the many
educational and health needs of its 98
residents. Tickets are $100 each. There will be
5 prizes of $1,000 and 2 prizes of $500. The
balance of the money raised after expenses is
split “50/50” with the grand prize winner.
Drawing will be held Dec. 11. Purchase tickets
at any Security Bank location, call Brother
James Court at 747-5905, or online at
www.brotherjamescourt.com.

Holiday Shopping—SHG Sports
Apparel—perfect idea for Christmas presents!
Come shop at our SHG main campus at 120-0
W. Washington on Saturday, Dec. 5, 8:00 a.m.
to Noon.
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A Letter from the Diocesan Administrator

Advent 2009
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

| write to you to encourage your continued support
of the Pastoral Solidarity Fund for the Church in
Africa. The people of the Church in Africa face
serious challenges, including extreme poverty,
natural disasters, overwhelming national debt, an
HIV/AIDS epidemic and political unrest. Despite
these hurdles, the Church in Africa is thriving and
growing faster than in any other region of the world.
Pope Benedict XVI calls Africa “the continent of
hope.” In 2004, the Catholic bishops of the United
States created the Pastoral Solidarity Fund for the
Church in Africa to help support this exciting
growth and to assist with the essential pastoral care
of African parishioners.

The proceeds of the fund support projects that
build the pastoral capacity of the Church in Africa
through  Catholic  schools,  communications,
evangelization, clergy and lay leadership formation
and youth and religious education. Grants have been
given to the Church in Malawi, Ghana, Uganda,
Tanzania, Zambia, Rwanda, Sudan, Ethiopia,
Kenya,

South Africa and Senegal.

Your donation is making a difference. Your help
has provided
» Workshops on justice, peace and development in
Nigeria
* A training program for Catholic media on peace
building in Ghana
* Pastoral care for the sick, natural family planning
and HIV/AIDS prevention among Yyouth in
Zimbabwe

Every diocese is asked to make an annual
contribution to the Pastoral Solidarity Fund for the
Church in Africa. | ask the people of this diocese to
respond generously and to pray for the urgent needs
and the great promise of the Church in Africa.

Sincerely yours in Christ,
Reverend Monsignor Carl A. Kemme
Diocesan Administrator

PLEASE NOTE: This special collection
will be taken up after Communion at all
Masses next weekend, December 5/6.
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NEW PARISHIONERS: Are you new to the
area and just started coming to St. Agnes
Church? Or have you been attending Church
here for a while and have never registered?
You can call the Rectory office, 793-1330,
during regular office hours, and register over the
phone.

DID YOU KNOW......?7 Our weekly bulletin
is provided to us at no charge to the Parish,
every weekend of the vyear, through the
generosity of the advertisers on these two
pages of the bulletin. Please patronize these
advertisers, and thank them for supporting St.
Agnes Parish.

1st Sunday of Advent
“You...must be prepared, for at an hour you
do not expect, the Son of Man will come.”

Matthew 24:44





