


LECTORS, DECEMBER 19-20 
     4:30 p.m.  Richard Jachino 
     8:00 a.m.  Harry Mitchell 
     9:30 a.m.  Vaughn Whiteman 
   11:30 a.m.  Sandra Kelley 

COMMUNION MINISTERS 
DECEMBER 19-20 

    4:30 p.m.  Team D, Judith Anderson, Judi 
Bloome, Susan Dodson, Dan & Nancy Dollison, 
Nancy Moore 
    8:00 a.m.  Team I, Don & Kathy Cadagin, 
Mary Ann Gatten, Robert & Nancy Gorman,  
Barb Olinger 
    9:30 a.m.  Team O, Mary Crabtree, Dave 
Kerwin, Doug McDonald, Becky Powell, Pat 
Stieren, Vaughn Whiteman 
  11:30 a.m.  Team  V, Jeff Enlow, Ann Griffin, 
LuAnn Haley, Michael Haley 

ALTAR SERVERS 
December 15-17: 
Tuesday, 8:15 a.m.  Abigail Griffin 
Wednesday, 8:15 a.m.  Jackie Johnson 
Thursday, 8:15 a.m.  Austin Kornack 
                 
December 19-20: 
    4:30 p.m. John Johnson, Alex Johnson, Jackie 
   Johnson 
    8:00 a.m.  Brad Loscher, Tony Mares 
    9:30 a.m.  Katherine Loscher, Skyler Justison, 
   Jenna Soehnlin 
  11:30 a.m.  Ben Davis, Griffin Davis, Murphy Davis 

PRAYER LINE REQUESTS 
8:00 AM-5:00 PM: Sheila Noonan 546-0012 
 Barb Kern 546-7729 
5:00 PM-10:00 PM: Maureen Brady  787-3423 
 Juleann Randles      787-9966 

SHARE THE WORD PROGRAM is on 
Christmas break.  It will resume on 
January 10. 

MONDAY     
Dec. 14 5:30  p.m.  Michael W. Cox-Family 
    
TUESDAY:   6:30  Jenny Pouh 
Dec. 15 8:15  Tom & Marie Lawless 
  And  John “Pat” Poulson-Mike & Kary 
   Lansden 
  
WEDNESDAY 6:30  Nevens & Crawford Families 
Dec. 16 8:15  Theresa Lex-Family 
 
THURSDAY 6:30  Quinn & McMurry Family 
Dec. 17 8:15  Vicki Donnelly-Libby Kelly 
        
FRIDAY NO MASSES 
Dec. 18 
  
SATURDAY    4:30  Alma Ryan (anniv.)-Bill Ryan 
Dec. 19 
 
SUNDAY 8:00  Jim Lex-Family 
Dec. 20 and  Ronald Rebbe-Robert & Lynn 
   Ramsey 
  9:30  Gert Egan-Friends 
           11:30  John Havey-Ann Havey 
  and  Patricia Sauer-Gayle Henry 

MASS INTENTIONS 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday:   Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a; Mt 21:23-27        
Tuesday: Zep 3:1-2, 9-13; Mt 21:28-32 
Wednesday: Is 45:6b-8, 21b-25; Lk 7:18b-23 
Thursday: Gn 49:2, 8-10; Mt 1:1-17 
Friday: Jer 23:5-8; Mt 1:18-25 
Saturday: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a; Lk 1:5-25 
Sunday: Mi 5:1-4a; Heb 10:5-10; Lk 1:39-45 

ST. AGNES PARISH 
245 North Amos Avenue 

Springfield, IL 62702 

Complimentary 2010 Catholic 
Calendars are now available, courtesy of Butler 
Funeral Homes and Cremation Tribute Center, and 
can be picked up at 900 S. 6th St., 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
on weekdays, and 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on weekends.  
Happy Holiday Season! 
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Christmas Mass Schedule: 
 
Thursday, December 24, 
Christmas Eve:  5:00 p.m. 
and 10:00 p.m.  (Choir begins at 
9:30 p.m.)  Please Note:  There are 
no morning Masses on Christmas 
Eve. 
 
Friday, December 25, Christmas 
Day:  10:00 a.m. 
 
New Year’s (Solemnity of Mary, 
Mother of God) Mass schedule: 
Thursday, December 31:  5:30 p.m. 
Friday, January 1:  10:00 a.m. 

ADVENT PENANCE SERVICES:  There 
are ample opportunities to celebrate the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation in preparation for Christmas.  Listed 
below are the times for a number of Advent Penance 
Services in the Springfield area: 
   Dec. 13  4:00 p.m.   St. Cabrini 
   Dec. 14  6:30 p.m.   St. Jude, Rochester 
   Dec. 15  6:30 p.m.   St. Joseph, Chatham 
   Dec. 17  7;00 p.m.   Little Flower Church 
   Dec. 17  7:00 p.m.   Christ the King, Blessed 
  Sacrament, St. Agnes, at St. Agnes 
   Dec. 20   2:00 p.m.  Cathedral, St. Katherine  
  Drexel, at the Cathedral 
   Dec. 20   4:00 p.m.   St. James, Riverton 
 
(In addition to the above times for the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation, this sacrament will also be available 
on Saturday, December 19, from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. 
at St. Agnes Church. 

Ecumenical Advent Lessons and 
Carols will be held this Sunday, Dec. 13 at 
7:00 p.m. at the Cathedral.  You are invited to a 
special interfaith celebration of Advent scripture 
and song, led by clergy and musicians from 
Springfield area churches as we celebrate the 
reopening of the newly restored Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception.  Parking is available 
behind and to the north of the Cathedral. 

 
 
 
WELCOME to these new families who have 
registered at St. Agnes during the month of 
November: 

Charles & Rosemary Buscher 
Ann Hill 

Jeffrey McDermand 
Michael & Sonia Pathinvo Family 

Mark & Catherine Reeves 
Scott & Tara Selinger Family 

Heather Sexton Family 
Shyla Shimkus 

REST IN PEACE 
   Please keep in your prayers Don Dennison of 
our parish who died recently.  May he know the 
fullness of joy that the Risen Lord desires to 
share with use. 

BAPTISM 
   We welcome into the Body of Christ, the 
Church, Victoria Rose Davis, who was recently 
baptized at St. Agnes Church.  May the light of 
Christ shine brightly in and through her! 

Congratulations, Sr. 
Joan!  Last week our 
parish was notified that Sr. 
Joan Sorge, O.P., our St. 
Agnes School principal, 
was selected as the 2009-
2010 Principal of the Year 

for Region 6 (Illinois, Indiana and Wisconsin) by 
the National Catholic Education Association.  
This confirms what we already know her to be:  
a woman of deep faith, with a love of Catholic 
education, a sense of vision and 
professionalism and a deep and abiding love of 
children.  We are honored as a school, a parish, 
and as a diocese by this recognition.  
Congratulations, Sr. Joan, and God’s richest 
blessings!  Thanks!! 
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   St. Agnes First and Second graders will present “Christmas Around the World” in the school 
gym on Wednesday, December 16th, at 7:00 p.m.  The Singing Aces will begin the evening with their 
“Sounds of Christmas.”  Parishioners are invited to attend. 
   All-School Liturgy – December 17th at 8:15 a.m. 
   St. Agnes students will gather in the gym for the fourth Advent Wreath lighting and Christmas       
Prayer Service on Friday, December 18th, at 9:30 a.m.  Parents attending the Classroom Christmas 
parties are welcome to attend this time of prayer.  School will dismiss for Christmas vacation on Friday, 
December 18th at 11:30 a.m.  
    This year’s Catholic Schools Week theme is: “Catholic Schools: Dividends for Life.”  One of the 
displays for this special week will include an Alumni Wall.  School and Parish families are invited to 
complete the form that will be enclosed in this week’s bulletin telling us what alumni are doing now.  You 
are encouraged to submit a picture with the narrative.  Please mail or send your information to the 
school office.  What is received will be displayed during Catholic Schools week and the month of 
February.  Please write your name, address  and phone number on the back of the pictures so they can 
be returned when the display is taken down. 

   With the holidays, many of us give and receive gifts of wine.  We also gather at Christmas and New 
Years Eve parties where there's often lots of adult refreshments.  If you have any left unopened after the 
holidays, please don't forget the Auction as we can use both (wine for the Wall of Wine and any kind of 
liquor for the Barrel of Booze).   Last year, the Wall of Wine featured 140 bottles of wine that sold out 
very quickly.  The goal of this year's coordinators is to have 300 bottles donated for the 2010 

auction.  Remember, all wine donated for the auction must have a $10 minimum value to ensure all of the wines on the 
Wall of Wine are guaranteed to be worth at least that much.  However, the fun of the wall comes on Auction night, when 
it's all random chance that you may get a $200 bottle for your $10 chance.   Of course, we're always looking for those 
special or upscale bottles of wine as well, as we can never have enough.  Special thanks to Greg & Leslie Clem and 
James & Katie Ambrose, who already have generously donated a case of select wines each to this year's Auction.  
    Even if you don't have that vintage wine in your cellar or don't have any choice bottles left after all of your parties, 
you can always purchase wines specifically for the Wall of Wine effort.  In fact, to make it easier for you, the following 
stores have agreed to store your purchases until they're needed for the Auction, so when you're out buying your holiday 
wine, add in a couple bottles and leave them at the store just for us.  
   Party House Liquors (Iles & Koke Mill Road):  offering a 10 percent discount on a bottle of wine when you purchase 
wine for the Auction.    
   Corkscrew (Chatham Road):  Get your own group together for Fridays at Five or come to their Saturday tastings.          
    Friar Tuck:  offering a 5 percent discount for one bottle and a 10 percent discount for two bottles purchased.    
   It’s All About Wine (Wabash):  Stay tuned for an event or two here after the new year.  They will donate 5 – 10 
percent of the event’s wine purchases to the Auction.     
   Also, if you receive any stocking stuffers you want to re-gift or maybe come across great prices at pre- or post-holiday 
sales, the Wall of Wine folks also can use anything wine-related for additional prizes,  including wine glasses, 
corkscrews, decanters, chillers, or any other wine accessories, just as the Barrel of Booze can accommodate any barware 
or any fun promotional items.  Feel free to contact this year's Wall of Wine coordinators - Maureen Farmer at 793-0772 
or Roslyn Brookens at 622-6299 - if you have any questions or need for them to pick up your wine.  
   As always, if you have any Auction questions or suggestions, please don't hesitate to email or call Event Co-Chairs Joe 
Khayyat (joekhayyat@yahoo.com or 414-7887) and Andy Nichols (andy@proimageil.com or 341-1033).  Thanks again 
for your continued support!  

SCHOOL NEWS 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR… 
   We ask you to remember in special prayers 
the women and men of our military services 
who are still in Iraq and in other places of 
conflict.  Pray for peace, and pray for the safe 
return of all of our armed services personnel 
and other workers, including St. Agnes 
parishioners and family members who are 
overseas: Benjamin Reeves, Aysha Jean Meyers,  
R. J. Smith, Gabriel Harley, Christy Hawkins,  
Peter Niereugarten, Jason Worker, Charles 
Decatoire, Joshua Eimer, Terry Canny, John 
Kabbes, Nathan Bubonic, and Catherine 
Hoekstra Martinez.    (If you have a relative or 
friend in the military serving overseas, please let 
us know at the Church office, 793-1330.) 

CONTRIBUTIONS, DECEMBER 5-6: 
    Regular Contributions: $22,350 
    Weekly Budget  $23,560 
 
    School Roof &  
      Improvements Fund:  $1,955 
      Total to Date:         $296,054 

 
Total cost of school roof & interior 
renovation project:          $327,557 
 

MAY GOD BLESS YOUR GENEROSITY 

CHRISTMAS MEMORIALS 
   You may make a donation for 
Christmas decorations in memory of a 
loved one.  There is a special envelope in 
your December packet for this purpose, 

“Christmas Flower Offering.”  Please put in the 
amount of donation, and on the reverse side, who 
the donation is in memory of.    You may put the 
envelope in the collection or mail to the Rectory.  A 
list of memorials will be in the bulletin. 

HOLIDAY BULLETIN DEADLINES: 
   Because of the holidays, the bulletin 
deadlines will be as follows: 
   December 27 bulletin:  All articles must 
be submitted no later than 11:00 a.m. on 
Friday, Dec. 18. 
   January 3 bulletin:  All articles must be 
submitted no later than 10:00 a.m. on 
Monday, Dec. 28. 
   You may FAX your article (793-3212), email: 
sac245@sbcglobal.net, mail or deliver them to 
the Rectory Office.  You may submit your 
article ahead of time--just indicate which 
bulletin you want it in. 

COOKIES FOR SHUT-INS 
is an annual event sponsored by 
the Altar Society.  Cookies made by 
our parishioners are packaged up 
and delivered to parishioners who 
are homebound and those in 
nursing homes.  The cookies will be 
delivered this year on Monday, Dec. 14. 
   PLEASE BRING COOKIES TO THE SERVERS’ 
SACRISTY (the door next to Ladies’ Restroom) 
AFTER MASSES THE WEEKEND OF DEC. 12-13.  
If you would like to help package and/or deliver 
cookies on Dec. 14, please call Kay Closter at 546-
3083.  We will meet in the Parish Hall at 8:30 a.m.  

2009 Annual Catholic Services 
Appeal:  As of Tuesday, Dec. 8, a total of 
291 St. Agnes parish households have 
pledged $44,770 toward the 2009 Annual 

Catholic Services Appeal (of which $37,305 has 
actually been paid).  This yearly fund drive provides 
the financial resources for the services and ministries 
that make up our Diocese of Springfield in Illinois.  
Treat our parish with a Christmas gift by making a 
contribution to the 2009 Annual Catholic Services 
Appeal.  It would be great to reach $50,000 by the 
turn of the new year!  If you need a pledge card, 
contact Fr. Bob at the parish office, 793-1330. 

Collection for the Church in Africa:  In the 
midst of many appeals at this time of the year, thanks 
for your generosity towards the special second 
collection last weekend for the support of the Church 
in Africa.  A total of $2,250.50 was contributed. 
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St. John’s Hospital Third-Age Living is 
a senior adult ministry which promotes health 
education and community volunteer services for 
local seniors.  The following are upcoming 
FREE events for seniors 55 and older: 
   December 16:  Lung Function and 
Breathing exercises, presented by Bernie 
McCoy, Respiratory Therapist, St. John’s 
Hospital. 
   Health Education and Screening (free; 
limited seating, register early) held on 
Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m., St. John’s North, 
2nd floor, conference room N.   
To register for any of these events, call 544-
6464, ext. 47756. 
 
   Ask the Pharmacist—Brown Bag 
Medication Review (free):  Bring your 
medication in or provide St. John’s pharmacist 
with a list of your medications, including over-
the-counter medications, herbs, vitamins and 
supplements.  The pharmacist will review the 
reason for the medication, the prop0er time to 
take it, discuss drug and food interactions and 
which medications should be taken separate 
from the others.  Reviews are held at St. John’s 
North, 2nd floor, Room 2N11.  Please call 544-
6464, ext. 54230 to schedule a 30-minute 
appointment on  December 9, 1-4 p.m.   
   It’s Important to Ask for Help:  Talk to 
someone who cares and understands 
caregiving issues.  Speak to a caregiver 
specialist who will consult with you one-on-one 
regarding care needs and will link you to older 
adult services.  For more information, call Kay 
Meneghetti at 757-6620. 

Have Breakfast with Santa 
in the Parish Hall after all 
Masses on Sunday, Dec. 
2 0 .   P a r e n t s  a n d 
grandparents--take the kids 
to see Santa that morning.  
(The adults are invited to 
come too!)  Sponsored by 
the Holy Name Society. 

Come 
Have 

Breakfast 
with  

Santa! 

Holiday Drop-Off Center for St. Martin 
DePorres:  A west-side Springfield drop-off center 
has been arranged by St. Martin DePorres through 
the end of 2009.  Terry Farmer Photography, 2711 
Washington  will receive non-perishable food items, 
coats and blankets at the studio during regular 
business hours.  Donors whose contributions are 
worth at least $50 will receive a complimentary elite 
or premier family portrait session.  Contact St. 
Martin DePorres, 528-2851, or Terry Farmer 
Photography, 698-6000, for information. 

St. Vincent de Paul Volunteer needed:  
The St. Vincent de Paul Society is looking for a 
volunteer to manage the even-month “sloppy 
joe” meal preparation team, staring in February 
2010.  Fran Connelly has occupied this role for 
20 years, and she says it is time for a younger 
replacement!  The duty entails contacting the 
meal preparation team, collecting the food and 
delivering it to the St. John’s Breadline during 
the designated first Saturday morning of the 
even numbered months (six times a year).  If 
you are interested, please contact Joan Shea 
Rogers at 793-8631 or Jim Ketchum at 788-
8288. 
   Thank you Fran Connelly and Ben Johnson 
for a most generous 20 years.  Likewise, thank 
you to all of the meal preparers who make it all 
possible. 

SIGN OF PEACE:  Beginning next weekend, 
December 19/20, we will resume at all Masses 
the Exchange of the Sign of Peace.  We at St. 
Agnes have refrained from such these past 
several weeks due to flu concerns.  These 
concerns are still present but have diminished a 
bit.  Though the Exchange of the Sign of Peace 
is an option within Mass, it is, nonetheless, an 
important part of our Eucharistic gathering—to 
be at peace and seek the peace of Christ in our 
relations with others.  When exchanging the 
Sign of Peace, please be sensitive to those 
around you who choose not to exchange a 
handshake.  Also, a reminder when it comes to 
taking the Blood of Christ from the cup, this 
certainly is encouraged but remains always an 
option.  Let us use our discretion in such 
matters. 
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Sacred Heart-Griffin Christmas Show:   
SHG’s Mixed Chorus, Encore and Premiere Choirs 
will present their annual Christmas Show, “Joy to 
the World!” on Sunday, December 13 at 5:00 p.m. 
in the SHG Auditorium, 1200 West Washington 
Street .  Tickets do not need to be purchased.  A 
free-will offering will be accepted at the door. 

3rd Sunday of Advent 
“Those whom the Lord has ransomed will return and 

enter Zion singing, crowned with everlasting joy.” 
      Isaiah 35:10a 

“The Joy of Christmas,” a concert of 
classical and traditional Christmas music, will be 
held Sunday, Dec. 20, 4:00 p.m. at Little Flower 
Church.  Admission is free; however, in the spirit 
of Christmas, a donation to Catholic Charities 
would be appreciated. 




